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Holy Spirit School Newsletter  

Religious Education 
Weekend Masses Helpers  
Once or twice a term, Holy Spirit School is rostered on to help at 
Saturday night’s Mass. This involves reading the  First and Second Readings, the Prayers of The 
Faithful and the offertory. Thank you to those who regularly offer to help. We would like to see 
more children involved in helping at school Masses, as it a lovely way to connect with our 
Parish.  
This weekend Saturday 21st March is a children’s Mass. I have sent notes home with those who have offered 
to help. If you would like a note, please collect one from the office. I will send home job  notifications on 
Thursday this week.  

Year 6 Confirmation  
The Parent Information session that was advertised in the last newsletter for Tuesday 24th 
March has been cancelled. That means that I will send home all the information regarding 
Confirmation in the next few weeks. Please make sure you return the enrolment slip, so that I 
know exactly who is making their Confirmation. The commitment slips work exactly like First Communion, 
the dates will be listed on the slips. Just put them into the money collection bag during Mass.  
The students will need to choose a Saint for their Confirmation name. Discuss this with your child and do 
some research on different Saints. The students need to choose a Saint that means something to them. They 
will also work with the Year 6 teachers, learning about their chosen Saint. 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the date has changed to Saturday May 30th. This is the weekend of 
Pentecost, and the weekend before the Queens birthday long weekend. 

Project Compassion 
Thank you to those who have made contributions towards raising money for Caritas– Project Compassion 
Appeal. If you have a project compassion box at home that you have been putting your loose change in, 
please send these back into school by April 7th.  Please label them with your child’s name. 
 
Regards, 
Joanne  Davies 

It’s a New Baby…. 
Congratulations to Shally Bui (Year 3) and her  
family who recently welcomed  a new sister. 

Year 1 students focusing on their writing their writing goals 
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COMPASSION  
It is fair to say the COVID-19 situation is escalating day by day. I am not making light of this threat but the 
first major impact it had on our shores was: Toilet paper! I must say I love the jokes and I’ve even made up a 
few myself. How people have reacted regarding toilet paper is a great sign about how we can react in a 
crisis. We can hoard or we can react with humour. The great thing about humour is that it can open us up to 
another point of view and invite us into a different way of acting. If you have just over a minute, watch this 
Italian Grandmother’s suggestions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mzThYPuzs4. She has common 
sense, good ideas and, above all, compassion.  
 

We can hoard toilet paper or we can hoard compassion. The first looks after number one  but the latter 
opens us up to others and a wider possibility for living and loving. Hoarded compassion must be given away. 
Yes, we do need toilet paper but we need each other more. I read a piece by an infectious diseases 
specialist who has worked across the world working with different diseases and stated that the worst 
‘disease’ he faced was fear: a fear that closes us down to others. Aside from anything else, it is not good for 
our health. 
 

How and to what extent this impacts the Border region or our Holy Spirit community remains to be unseen, 
but we can prepare. We can begin to think and imagine how we could support each other if it did come our 
way. Like the grandmother’s wink in the Youtube clip, we can find new, fresh and even interesting ways of 
bonding with those around us and those we love, even if we have to keep some distance. God has created 
us as a family. This is an opportunity to open and strengthen our family bonds. 
 

 Loving God, our human family faces a crisis at this time. Give us good humour to lift our spirits and help us find 
new ways of supporting each other in compassion. We ask this in Jesus’ name confident that you will hear us.  
 
RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
This is a brief summary (from yesterday’s letter) of our cancellations (or postponements) for the remainder of 
the term: 
 School assemblies 
 Excursions outside of the local area 
 Any non-essential school visitors eg. Morning parent readers 
 Sporting events including upcoming school carnivals and representative teams eg. McKillop 

Teams (https://csnsw.sport/news/events-suspended) 
 

We will keep you updated with all vital information as soon as it becomes available from the 
Australian Government and Catholic Schools NSW. 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING TIPS  
Further to the correspondence that was sent home yesterday via our Compass platform, we have prepared 
this non-exhaustive list to assist you in supporting your children with some social distancing practices and to 
assist you in some decision making around children who are ill. 
 

We can’t stress highly enough: 

- You must keep your children at home if they are sick  

- You will need a plan for who is going to look after the children if they become sick or if the school closes. 

Elderly relatives are not suitable as the risk to them climbs. 

-  Children are highly effective at transferring germs and can be contagious even when they appear well.-

The data we have to date says that children will be fine.  There have been no reported deaths in under 10s 
as we have seen with some infections e.g. chicken pox and Hepatitis A, these are much milder in most 
young children than in most adults and it appears to be true for Covid-19. 

- Treat minor cold and/or flu symptoms just as you usually would, however if there has been overseas travel 

in the past 14 days, contact with a known case or you have concerns about breathing, STAY AT HOME and 
USE THE PHONE i.e. call your GP, this way they can give you the most appropriate, current advice. 

- Teach your children (and yourself) about keeping their hands below their shoulders, so they avoid touching 

their face, particularly their mouth, eyes and nose, as these are easy entry points for germs. 

- Reconsider indoor gatherings for birthday parties or any gatherings, particularly large ones. 

- Teach your children that, just for now, no shaking hands, hugs, kisses or high fives from friends. 

- Be mindful of what you say and what children hear.  Little ears pick up lots of conversations and little eyes 

should not see news reports. 

-  If your children are old enough, talk to them about what is happening, but filter the news reports and be 

aware that there are different opinions and some seriously fake news out there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mzThYPuzs4
https://csnsw.sport/news/events-suspended


 - Anxiety is also highly contagious (the great toilet paper shortage!) so try and ensure your children don’t 

catch this from you. 

-  Don’t be scared. Be prepared. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Last Tuesday we held our School Council AGM. Congratulations to our new chair Ben Smith, and Ashleigh 
Robertson and Somer Irving for their election to the Holy Spirit School Council.  
Our school council consists of; 
 

Chairperson -  Ben Smith 
Secretary - Angela Gleeson 
Members - April Piltz, Sally Harriott, Sharnee Effting, Leanne Post, Ashleigh Robertson and Somer 
Irving 
Parish Priest - Fr Peter Murphy 
Principal - Matt Kean 
Assistant Principal - Cheryl Brigden  
 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the four retiring council members for their 
contributions to our school community over a long period of time. Tanya O’Halloran 
was a member of our council for 6 years, including 2 years of valuable service as the 
Chair, Emma Gardiner (6 years), Tania Honeyman (5 years) and Glenda Fisher (2 
years).  
 

KINDER ENROLMENTS 
We are starting to take Kinder enrolments for 2021. We have information sessions and an open day 
planned but this will be delayed for the foreseeable future. If you have a child who is turning 6 next year 
could you please come in and fill in an enrolment form. It is necessary for younger siblings to go through 
the enrolment process. 

 

UNIFORM: NO TIES or SOFT CELL JACKET 
Due to these items being made in China, it seems highly unlikely they will be available to purchase for the 
beginning of next term (possible this year). Can we ask all students in Years 1-6 to wear the tie they have in 
previous years, while Kinders won’t be required to wear a tie while the new ones are unavailable. 

 

COMPASS 
If you aren’t receiving notifications via our Compass portal, can you please make contact with our school 
office immediately. The vast majority of our correspondence is sent out via this portal. Given the current cli-
mate we will be sending out regular updates. 

 

UPCOMING KEY DATES: 
Friday 20th March - Student Free Day 
Monday 23rd March - Fair Meeting - Cancelled  
Tuesday 24th March - Kinder excursion to Chiltern - Postponed 
Thursday 26th March - HSS Cross Country - Postponed 
Sunday 5th April - Daylight Savings Ends 
Monday 6th April - HSS Athletics Carnival - Postponed 
Thursday 9th April - Last Day of Term 1 
Friday 10th April - Good Friday 
*Holy Week Service -  to be confirmed 
 
 
 

Special Announcement 

Please be aware that Bingo is 
cancelled for the next two weeks. 

Wednesday 18th March 

Wednesday 25th March 



 

 

 

BINGO ROSTER... 

18th March  

Caller  
CANCELLED 

Team  

Cancelled 

25th March  

Caller  
CANCELLED 

Team  

Cancelled 

1st April  

Caller  
Nuala Jewitt 

Team 10 
Bev Lowe 

Melissa Pizzolato 

HOLY SPIRIT IS A NUT-FREE SCHOOL 

Merit Awards 

Kinder Cassidy Pankhurst, Jack Westwood, Eliza Robertson, Noah Mullins, William Smith, Thomas 
Murphy. 

Year 1 Robyn Spiller, Chloe Ackerly, Jack Kristo, Gurjodh Sidhu. 

Year 2 Rowen Davies, Elijah Parkinson, Precious VanEvery, Abbey Huckel, Xavier Sarroff, Isabella 
Trippett, Scarlett Comte, Mia Hunt, Ruby Muth, Baxter Graham, Saxon Plaszewski-Anstis 

Year 3 Yaskika Bahri, Abigail Lavakeiaho, Solomon Martin, Aleksander Stevens, Max Frauenfelder, 
Hollie Shead, Patrick Jewitt, Elise North. 

Year 4 Zed McPhee, Anton Huerta, Max De Witt, Ashleigh Barr, Hannah Burt, Sophie Stevens,  
Riley Mullavey, Angus Drab, Layla Reid, Jack Webb. 

Year 5 Tyce Harding, Riley Croft, Isla Peters, Tyrell Hodge, Hemant Bhattari,  
Arthur Schneider-Fuller. 

Year 6 Lauren Jewitt, Jack Heinjus, Annabelle Grundy, Samuel Willoughby, Reid Johnston,  
Lacey Smith, Jyi Milburn, Callum Davies 

Harmony Week is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of migrants into 
our community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries in the world and we should 
celebrate this and work to maintain it. At Holy Spirit School we recognise Harmony Week as a time to celebrate 
inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic background, united by a 
set of core Australian values. 
Interesting Facts and Figures about Australia's diversity; 

 nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was 

 since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia 

 we identify with over 300 ancestries 

 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia 

 apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic, Cantonese, 
Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi 

      more than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.                         Source (ABS 2016 Census Data) 

Register online at 
St Patricks Junior Football  Club 


