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3rd Sunday of Lent 24th March 2019 

The Gospel  -  Luke 13:1–9 

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their 
sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any other 
Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the 
tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? 
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’ He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, 
“Look here, for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it 
be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may 
bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.” 

The Year 5 and 6 students competed in the Mortimer Shield rugby 
league.  Our senior boys were successful  on the day and will go on to 
compete in Wagga on  June 11th. 
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HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL……… “PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE IN CHILDREN” 
One of the most critical roles for us as parents and educators is to raise responsible, independent children—
this can be tough because our natural instinct is to care for and nurture them. However, parents shouldn’t wait 
until children are ready to leave home before they give them responsibility. Training for independence needs to 
start from a young age and continue into the teenage years. Encouraging independence in children is not just 
good training for adulthood; it is one of the best ways to promote self-confidence. When we teach children to 
do jobs for themselves, we demonstrate our faith in them and send a powerful message that they are capable. 
Our actions speak louder than words. 
 
SOME USEFUL IDEAS 
• Encourage them to do routine household and family activities e.g. tidying bedrooms before school, clearing 
away dishes, preparing after-school snacks. 
• Children can do quite difficult tasks if we show them how. Break complex jobs, like making a bed, into simple 
tasks like arranging teddies and the pillow, progressing to smoothing out a doona and so on. 
• When children can tell the time, teach them how to use an alarm clock so they can get themselves up and 
regulate their morning routine. 
• Be alert to children’s readiness and willingness to do for themselves then consider letting your child take 
over. Ask yourself: ‘Is my child capable of doing …….?’ 
• Encourage them to prepare their own breakfast and put their lunch in their school bag. 
• Show older children how to operate the washing machine and microwave. These are two essential time-
savers for busy working parents. 
• The most effective way to promote responsibility in children is to give them responsibility. 
 
In this Lenten time, what better way to start or continue your child’s journey to adulthood than to encourage 
and promote independence by undertaking some of the ideas listed above. 
…“I’m thankful to all of those who said no to me. It’s because of them I did it myself.” (Albert Einstein) 
 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Our Athletics Carnival is just around the corner.  This year we have made a change to the running of the carni-
val. The students in Years 3-6 will compete at Alexander Park on Thursday April 11th however our Kindergar-
ten, Year 1 and 2 students will take part in a separate carnival on the school oval the following day, Friday 12th 
of April. The carnival is such a long day for our younger students so the decision was made, as a staff, to give 
them their own carnival. This is a chance for them to be the stars of the day as the older students will all be 
there cheering them on. The K-2 students will compete in the same events at school they would have done at 
Alexander Park. 
 
TRAUMATIC EVENTS 
Given the tragic events in Christchurch, it’s natural for our students to hear about it and have concerns and 
questions. This article has some useful information on how to discuss these types of events with your children. 
Remind them that they are safe and remember to keep conversations appropriate for the age of your child. 
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2014-12-23/illustrated-guide-coping-traumatic-news/5985104?pfmredir=sm 
 
KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 2020 
We are currently accepting Kindergarten enrolments for next year. I would ask if you have a younger child who 
is currently in the last year of pre-school, could you please ensure you complete the Application for Enrolment 
Form available from the School Office. Kinder Interviews will take place early in 2nd Term. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The Holy Spirit School Council is made up of a representative group of parents. Last Tuesday the School 
Council held our AGM. The School Council assist the Principal in providing the best possible strategic direction 
in Catholic Education. We congratulate and thank Mr Ben Smith for joining our School Council. The HSS 
Council for 2018 is Chair – Tanya O’Halloran,  Secretary – Angela Gleeson and Council Members - Emma 
Gardiner, Sally Harriot, Sharnee Effting, April Piltz, Tanya Honeyman, Glenda Fisher, Leanne Post, Ben Smith, 
Fr Peter Murphy (Parish Priest) & Matt Kean (Principal). 
 
BEFORE SCHOOL 
Just a reminder that students shouldn’t be on school grounds until 8:30 am. We understand that there are 
some extenuating circumstances such as early bus arrival. I would appreciate it if you need to have your child 
early to school, could you please make contact. 
 

 

REMINDER: STUDENT FREE DAY THIS FRIDAY 21st MARCH 
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HSS FOOTY TIPPING: IT’S BACK! 
All members of the HSS Community (staff, students, parents and extended family members) are welcome to 
join. There will be a $5 entry for the entire season. Prizes for 1st -5th will be presented at the end of the year 
based on the overall total of correct tips. There will also be Round Winner prizes in Rd's 4, 8, 15, 18 & 23. To 
be eligible for both the overall prizes at seasons end and round winners, the $5 entry will need to be paid in full 
at the School Office in a clearly marked envelope. We look forward to the fun and banter for the entire 2019 
season. REMEMBER THE SEASON STARTS ON THURSDAY 21st MARCH (THIS WEEK). 
HSS FOOTY TIPPING LINK: https://buff.ly/2O8A8AN         Password: holy 
 

School Sores (Impetigo) 
There have been a small number of cases reported to us.  Impetigo causes sores on the skin, which are 
usually itchy. The sores may start out as blisters that burst and become weepy, before being covered with a 
crust. If you notice anything like these on your child they will need to go to the doctor and get antibiotics and 
the sores will need to be covered before returning to school as they are highly contagious. 
 

Religious Education 
Project Compassion 
Please remember to continue to pray and collect much needed funds for 
Project Compassion. Project Compassion boxes have gone home already. There are also Project Compassion 
boxes in each Stage, for students to donate money into. Boxes will be collected in the last week of Term 1. 

Harmony Day 
Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect for 
everyone who calls Australia home. It is held every year on 21 March. The message of 
Harmony Day is ‘Everyone belongs’. The day aims to engage people to participate in 
their community, respect cultural and religious diversity and foster a  sense of belonging for everyone. 
Students will do an activity on Harmony Day with their homeroom teacher in class. 
As a part of this celebration the children may wear something orange (the colour of Harmony Day) or 
other clothes from their own or another culture. Please do not go to any expense.   
 
 

Joanne Davies 
Religious Education Coordinator 
 

SPORT NEWS 
Congratulations to Emma Huckel who has qualified for the Mackillop swimming team.  She will 
participate in the 50 metre freestyle at the Olympic Park Aquatic Centre on Wednesday 27th March.  
We wish Emma all the best. 
CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING 
The children will be training each day until 2nd April (except Thursday 28th March ASPA concert).  
The children are encouraged to bring in their runners/joggers each day. 

Easter Raffle   

This year the Year 6 Fundraising Team have chosen  The HIVE Youth Resource Centre as their local charity to raise 
funds for. The HIVE is especially for young people, by young people and provides young people with “Somewhere to 
Go, Something to Do and Someone to Talk To.” 

The team’s first fundraiser is an Easter Raffle. 
Tickets will be on sale throughout Recess and Lunch over the coming weeks for 50 cents each or 3 for $1.00.   
Hopefully your family gets lucky and you can win a basketful of chocolate Easter eggs. 
Thank you for your support with this very worthwhile local charity. 
 

Year 6 Fundraising Team 

School weekend Mass: Saturday 23rd March 6pm 

17th March—Feast of St. Patrick 
19th March—Feast of St. Joseph 
23rd March—The Annunciation 

Vale – To remember in your prayers..                                      
Please remember the Martin family who 
have recently lost their uncle.  
 

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

https://buff.ly/2O8A8AN


Xavier High School Transition Day 
 
 

Year 6 students will have the opportunity to 
visit Xavier High School on Monday March 
25 for  "Taste of High School"  experience 
between 9.30am and 2.00pm to showcase 
Xavier's learning environment to the 
community. Students should wear their sports uniform. 
Lunch will be provided and the canteen will be available 
at Recess. Students will receive an Enrolment Package 
prior to this day which outlines our enrolment process. 
On the evening of March 25, commencing at 6.00pm, 
parents will have the opportunity to attend an information 
session, which will highlight the specifics around our 
enrolment structures and which will also provide an 
insight into student life at Xavier.  There will be an 
opportunity for parents to engage in a question and 
answer session with a number of staff from across the 
school. Please contact Cerina Meredith on 60406388 for 
further information. 
 

The Royal Far West Ride for Country Kids is coming to your town! 
The Ride for Country Kids is a fundraising event we hold each year where we 
take over 60 bike riders on a regional 3 day ride (over 450km) raising awareness 
and funds to help country kids and families access the developmental care they 
need. 
This year we will be travelling from Albury to Lake Cargelligo and would love to 
invite kids and families to come along and say hi!   
We will be starting at QEII Square , Dean Street Sunday 7th April  from 6am.  
There will be stalls, food, refreshments and more. 

BINGO ROSTER... 

20th March  

Caller 4 
Maree Brosolo 

 

Team 10 
Summer Irving 

Andrew Edwards 

 

27th March  

Caller 5 
Sharnee Effting 

Team 11 
April Piltz 

Emily Saroff 

 

3rd April  

Caller 6 
Matt Kean 

Team 1 
Angela Gleeson 

Mellany Mercer 

 

HOLY SPIRIT IS A NUT-FREE SCHOOL 

Merit Awards 
Academic  

Award 

Jackson Clark, Eva Jensen,  Aaradev Vellithiruthynhalil, Madeline Nevinson, Grace Lafferty, Lochlan 

Walsh, Emerson O’Brien, Zanden Heinjus, Imogen Phillips, Isabella Giddings, Cooper Lansdown, 

Angus Drab, Anton Huerta, Blake Russell, Sinead NiEarcain, Indi Heffernan,  Sienna Nicholson, 

Samuel Willoughby, Robyn Spiller, Jackson Trollope, Flynn Carter, Vinuka Amaranayake, Taiya Hurst, 

Rania Kotzur, Ashley Anyanwu, Henry Taylor, Ryby Mullins, Samuel Harrington, Elsie Hawkins, Saxon 

Plaszewski-Anstis, Cooper Heinjus,  Izabella Boyd, Rory McCarthy, Harry Lubke, Ashleigh Barr, 

Hannah Burt, Chelsie Ackerly, Millah Braybrook, Tyce,Harding, Amelia Brigden,  Ella Nixon,           

Millie Norman, Grace Young 

Christian 
Discipleship  

Award 

Cooper Antone, Jake McLauren, Stella Post, Rhianna Kennedy, Isla Peters,            

Georgia Hickey 

Creative Art  
Award 

Charlie Dunsmore, Sophia Dedourek, Reid Johnston, Annabelle Grundy 

Sports Award Josiah Kotzur, Patrick Jewitt, Phoenix Hutton  


