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Holy Spirit School Newsletter  

Solemnity of Christ the King 24th November 2019 

The Gospel  -  Luke 23:35–43 

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered 
at him. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the 
Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to offer vinegar 
they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ Above him there was an 
inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ One of the criminals hanging there abused him. 
‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the other spoke up 
and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence 
as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this man 
has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’  

Kinder 
Best Start Testing:  
30th January - 4th February and 7th  
February 
First Full Day for Kinder Students: 
Wed 5th February 

Years 1-6 
Maths Assessment Interviews:  
30th and 31st January 
First Full Day for Students:  
Monday 3rd February 

 Important Dates for Term 4                                 

Dress like a Farmer Day 
Friday 22nd November 

Choices 
2nd and 9th December 

Mad About Maths 
27th November - 3-4 pm       

Final one for 2019 

Infant Swimming 
25th - 29th November 

Year 3/4 Overnight  Excursion 
28th - 29th November 

Year 3/4 Swimming 
2nd -  6th December 

School Disco 
6th December in school time 

School-wide Transition 

10th December 9.15 - 10.45am 

Parent Appreciation Evening 

12th December 6 - 7.30pm 

Christmas Carols 

16th December 6.30 - 8.00pm 

Year 6 Graduation 
17th December 6pm 

End  of Year Assembly 
18th December 12 noon 

End  of Year BBQ 
18th December 1pm onwards 

Last day for students 

18th December 

 

Kinder had an excursion to Safeway recently and had the pleasure 

of being shown all areas of  how the Supermarket operates from 

the back dock, to where all the milk is stored and the bakery where 

the bread is baked and at the end they had a lovely fruit platter to 

enjoy.  
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 FEEDBACK 
“We all need people who give us feedback. That’s how we improve.” (Bill Gates) 
 
 I wonder how many times a day we give or receive feedback? The more I pondered this question 
the more I realised that there were far too many times to count them. 
 
Each morning most have the pleasure of greeting family members. In most of these greetings, 
feedback will be exchanged, a simple smile, a good morning, this type of acknowledgement always 
says two things, it is a pleasant way to acknowledge someone else and it reflects a person who 
thinks kindly of others. This type of feedback is not complex and I’m sure all of us do it without even 
thinking about it. We challenge the children of Sacred Heart to do the same. It’s good manners, it’s 
respectful and it always goes towards making others feel good. 
 
As teachers at Holy Spirit,  we have all been working on giving and receiving feedback on our 
teaching. As teachers, this makes us vulnerable. It requires teachers to establish goals of what they 
wish to achieve, colleague teachers will then spend time watching one another and responding to 
the established goals. Importantly for the process to work trust is critical. 
 
Our teachers want to make progress on being better teachers’ as this will, in turn, assist children to 
make progress in their learning. Typically teachers with a “growth mindset” ask themselves these 
sorts of questions and reflect on these statements… 

 
 What am I missing?       • Am I on the right track?  
  I’ll use some of the strategies we’ve learned.   • This may take some time and effort  
 I can always improve so I’ll keep trying.    • Mistakes help me learn better.  
•        Am I asking the right questions?      • Is it really my best? 
 Have I thought of trying something different?  
 
We have also challenged children to reflect on the way they too can make improvements. Each and 
every child is asked to consider what ways can they be better learners? What aspects of their 
behaviour need addressing? With only five weeks to go before the 2019 school year is complete, 
we will continue to challenge children to reflect on these, just as our teachers are still considering 
how they can use the feedback they receive.  
 
How we give and receive feedback is critical. I’ve yet to meet anyone who enjoys being “told off”. 
When we treat one another with respect, we are more likely to give and receive feedback with a 
“listening ear”. Part of becoming better people/teachers/students will always be dependent on 
hearing things that perhaps we don’t enjoy hearing. None of us are perfect, but by listening to 
others sharing respectful thoughts on what is lacking in our performance we can take steps to grow 
closer to being better. 
 
Consider this week how you give feedback to our teachers, to your children and to other members 
of our community. Is it respectful, is it accurate and is it helpful? Equally, how do you take feedback 
when it is provided, do you see it as an opportunity for growth?  
 
Matt Kean 
Principal 
 
Compass 
We are still learning about how to best utilise the Compass Platform and its many components. We 
are continuing to share information and events, which is important for you as parents to access.  If 
you are still unsure about accessing any parts of Compass could you please contact the School 
Office.  
Please note  
If your child is absent for part of the day please do not enter a note in Compass just sign 
them in or out through the Kiosk in the School Office. 

 
 



Religious Education 
Reconciliation Congratulations  
Congratulations to the Year 2 students who made their First Reconciliation on Saturday 
night.  Thank you to the Year 2 teachers who prepared them for this Sacrament. The 
students were most reverent in their participation in the Mass. Well done! 
 

Saturday 23rd November is the next Children’s Mass. Notes have gone home asking for 
volunteers. Please get these notes back to me (Mrs Davies) so that I can organise the 
readers and helpers. Thanks! 
St Vincent De Paul– Christmas Appeal 2019 
As in previous years, Holy Spirit School have been invited to  participate in the 
Christmas Appeal 2019. This year’s Christmas Appeal is “How can a hungry child 
celebrate Christmas?” with a focus on the tough choices parents have to make 
when there is not enough food for all the family. 
If anyone would like to donate new unwrapped toys up to 12 years of age, or ‘in 
date’ non-perishable food items, please leave these in the School Office. Boxes 
are available from next week where items can be placed.                             
Some ideas for food items include: Christmas pudding, tea, coffee, milo, fruit 
cake, jam, pancake mix, cereal, dried fruit, biscuits, pasta, pasta sauce and 
Vegemite.  

Vale ~ To the Hartles family, Isabella 5BS and Jessica 1RH, on the loss of their 

grandmother Judy Hartles. 
 

Congratulations to Ashley Anyanwu KMM and her family on the recent birth of her little 

sister Chloe. 

Last weekend Emily Bullivant, Abigail Roennfeldt and 
Lucas Barr represented Ovens and Murray at the 
Victorian Country Junior Swimming Competition in 
Melbourne.  All three achieved personal best times and 
some even a podium finish!   
 

Ovens and Murray finished 3rd overall. 

Sporting Achievements 

Last Thursday Ayden Tyrell and Philippa 

Besford travelled to Sydney to represent 

MacKillop at the State PSSA Championships. 

Ayden finished 15th in the Semi Finals in the 

100 metres  and Philippa finished 4th in the 

Discus.  Fantastic achievements! 



Library News 
Book Club orders close this Friday 22nd of November. 
This issue includes some great books to help keep students reading over the summer holidays.  
Don’t forget, every purchase made through Book Club earns 20% back in Scholastic Rewards for our school. 
Thanks to all for your support with Book Club and the Book Fair this year. 
Sue Hayhoe ( Library Teacher) 

Boys to the Bush 
 

In Term 3, six boys from Year 5 were invited to attend a mentoring program run 
by Boys to The Bush. 
 

Sam, Phoenix, Ryan, Bailey, Michael and Zach were the lucky ones selected to 
go along. 
 

This meant that instead of spending all of Term 3 at school, we got to spend 6 
days with Adam from Boys to the Bush doing things most of us have never done 
before.  
 

On our last visit we had an overnight camp along with some children from another school.  
 

These are the kinds of things we did while we were in the bush: 
On the first day we spent time climbing trees and making a small hut using branches and sticks. We 
collected sticks and firewood and made fires to cook our own lunch over the coals.   
 

On one trip we were herding sheep so we could mark the lambs and on another trip we moved some 
cows for the fun of it. The cows decided it wasn’t much fun and chased us!  
 

On the overnight camp we actually got to drive the Gator. Mr Kean even came out and went for a drive.  
   

On one of the trips we were fishing. We didn’t catch any fish so we started playing in the mud and the 
water.  

Other things we did included: 

   - Playing hide and seek spotlight 
 
   - Learning how to give a fair dinkum handshake. 
 
   - Sleeping in swags and sitting by the fire toasting marshmallows. 
 
We’d like to thank the SS&A Club for funding most of the mentoring program. We would also like to thank 
Adam from Boys To The Bush for looking after us and allowing us to experience some time in the bush. 
 

We’d like to thank Mr Kean, Mr Sanson, Miss Dainer and Mr Turner for trusting and caring for us enough 
to send us on these trips.  
 

Finally, we’d like to thank our parents for paying half of the cost and supporting the school with the 
program. 
 
 

Sam, Phoenix, Ryan, Bailey, Michael and Zach 

Year 2  

First  

Reconciliation  

Candidates 

2019 



 

 

 

BINGO ROSTER... 

November 20th  

Caller 2 
Natasha Zegiel Fry 

Team 1 
Angela Gleeson 

Mellany Mercer 

 

27th November SUPER BINGO 

Caller 3 
Maree Brosolo 

 

Team 2 
Kirrilly Holmes 

Ben Taylor 

 

4th December  

Caller 4 
Kelly Huckel 

Team 3 
Kate Besford 
Natasha Zegiel Fry 

HOLY SPIRIT IS A NUT-FREE SCHOOL 

Merit Awards 
Kinder Bella Lea, Gurjodh Sidu, Marlie Williams, Jackson Trollope, Chayse Volkers, Indiana Byrne, Paige 

Gavin, Kevin Zhou, Rocco Biasin, Jackson Clark, Charlee Yeo, Lola Tomich, Lucy Eyers, Ruby Barnett, 
Heidi Jewitt, Faisca Wilson, Jack Kristo 

Year 1 Stella Sargeant, Oska Howard, Ruby Muth, Bella Sanson, Lachlan Markey 

Year 2 Stella Post, Cooper Lansdown, Elijah Lane, Charlie Taylor, Max Frauenfelder, Ruhee Mohammed, 
Patrick Jewitt, Ruby Holmes 

Year 3 Jack Webb, Sophie Stevens, Isla O’Brien, Blake Russell, Layla Reid, Lewis Toohey, Emilia 

Darts, Flynn Lafferty 

Year 4 Lauren Pfeiffer, Barinder Singh, Gypsy Thomas, Olivia Markey 

Year 5 Matilda North, Tayla Westblade 

Year 6 Milani Mooring, Ariarn Donders, Darcy Busch 

EXTEND NEWS ~ The past two weeks we’ve been having some 

summer fun and been getting ready for the warm months ahead. 

We’re all getting super excited for Christmas and swimming! At 

Extend in the next coming weeks we’re going to start gearing up and 

get ready for the Christmas extravaganza.  

Enrol and book now: extend.com.au 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Smoothie 
Bowls 

Outdoor  
Exploration 

Heads Up Basketball 
Drills 

Pancakes 
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Term 4 2019 

CANBERRA EXCURSION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Last week Year 6 spent 3 days in Australia’s Capital, Canberra. It was a jam-packed 3 days full of lots of fun and 

happy memories. The students visited: The Australian War Memorial, Old and New Parliament House, 

Australian Electoral Commission, The National Museum, Questacon, Australian Institute of Sport, the various 

Embassies, Laser Tag and Cockington Green.  

We would like to thank all the Year 6 students for the respect they demonstrated; and we know it was an  


