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From the Principal,  

THANKS 

The medieval mystic Meister Eckhart once said, “If the only prayer you said in life was ‘thank you’, that would be 

enough.” It sounds simple, however, there is more to gratitude than it seems. Gratitude or being grateful doesn’t 

necessarily mean saying thank you all the time but that we create in our lives an atmosphere of worth. Not just our 

own worth but conveying to people who are part of our lives that we value them - that they are worthy as well. And 

intrinsic to that, I believe, is being grateful to God for the fact that we are in relationships that give meaning to our 

lives. The ’T’ in our WEST principle is a constant reminder for staff and students that we are right to be thankful, 

and that being grateful does not necessarily imply being comfortable all the time.  

We are all, to varying degrees, involved in relationships and it is through these relationships that we come to 
appreciate not only the variety of temperaments and personalities of others, but also how engaging with such a 
‘rich ecosystem’ helps define our own character. I would argue that most of us would contend that there are two 
sorts of people: people who think they are entitled to everything and people who feel gratitude for all that they 
have. If I had a friend and loved him or her because of the benefits which this brought me and because of getting 
my own way, then it would not be my friend that I loved but myself. Children are learning about their role and 
responsibilities that are subsumed in the wonderful word, ‘friendship’ and we are encouraging students to show 
love for their friends on account of his or her own goodness and virtues with the realisation that despite occasional 
misgivings, central to friendship is a sense of gratitude. As staff at Holy Spirit School and as parents - as 
educators - we need to be clear to our students and children that human relationships are about balancing 
obligations.  

 

Gratitude is a word used to express thankfulness and praise; a general attitude of thanksgiving in both the trials 
and blessings of life distinguishes the faith-filled person. It is never difficult in our school community to identify a 
person, or experience an event, that does not commend us to be thankful and grateful - thank you to all in our 
school community who contribute to this thankful culture.  

 

UPCOMING MAJOR EVENTS 
Covid has certainly had an impact on our school once again. Later this term we have two major events, the ‘Tut 
Tut Performance in Week 8 and our School’s Anniversary in Week 9. Our plan is for these to go ahead as per 
normal. However, we need to be very mindful of the impact Covid may have on these two events. 

 

With this in mind we have pencilled in dates for next term if these events need to be postponed. The pencilled in 
dates are Week 3 for the performance and Week 4 for the anniversary. We will make a decision a fortnight out 
from these events this term. If you have already, or intend to buy tickets for the performance, these will be valid for 
the postponed performance next term if Covid guidelines are still in place this term. 
 

ROAD SAFETY: DROP OFFS 
I would ask you to please ensure you read the notice that was sent home via Compass yesterday. Safety of all 
members of our school community must and will always remain our priority. 
 

UNIFORM:  
It is so great to have the vast majority of our students wearing the school uniform correctly and with pride. As 
advertised last term we have implemented a new monitoring system for those students who are out of uniform 
consistently. As per normal if your child is not wearing the correct uniform, we would ask you to write a note 
explaining why they might be out of uniform. If for any reason you are experiencing difficulty or financial hardship 
to provide the correct uniform, please contact the School Office to arrange to meet with the Principal. 

 

Please note that new ties have been available for purchase from Lowes for quite some time.  
The school shoes are required to be black leather, with high tops, skate shoes or black material runners not 
acceptable as has always been the case.  

 

SOCK FUNDRAISER: We would appreciate your input by tomorrow so we can make a decision as to 
whether to run this fundraiser: https://forms.gle/qZnq3xTbSNbvtagAA (you may need to cut and paste this 
into a browser). 

 

PIE ORDER: Many thanks to those families who purchased pies through our  Riverside Bakery Pie 
Drive. A special thanks to the hard work of school council members: Kate Besford & Somer Irving for their 
organisation and to Nina Moran for her assistance and packing skills. 

 

NAIDOC WEEK CUPCAKES & HONEY JOYS:  
Thanks to Rebecca Barker and Natalie Beasley for their organisation and cooking of the cupcakes and honey 
joys. They were very much enjoyed by the students last week. 
 
 
 
Matt Kean 
Principal 



 
 

 
Religious Education 

First Communion Year 3 

The Year 3 students are looking forward to making their First Communion 

on Saturday 11th September.  Lessons with Fr Murphy will begin next week. As we are   

unable to hold parent meetings due to COVID, I will send home information with            

everything that you need to know. This will include the commitment slips that you put    

into the collections at weekend Mass.  

Please make sure you read everything that comes home regarding First Communion.  

Saturday School Mass 

This weekend, Saturday 24th July, Holy Spirit School is rostered on for 6pm Mass. Notes 

have gone home to those students who showed some interest.  Please have any notes 

back by Thursday 22nd July. 

Grandparents —25th July 

Pope Francis has proclaimed the World Day for Grandparents and the       

Elderly will be celebrated on the fourth Sunday in July each year – July 25   

in 2021. The Day is marked near the feast of Sts Joachim and Anne, the 

grandparents of Jesus.  

This feast day is 26th July. 

        Vale – to remember in your prayers                                         
Please remember the following students who have lost grandparents or family members recently:     

Xavier and Audrey Sarroff, Bismeet Brar, Zali and Milla Stieber, Maggie and  Bonnie Garlick .               

 

            We remember Brenda Konecnik’s family as today marks the first anniversary of her death. She 

was a very much loved staff member and friend to many. The staff honoured her memory by a morning 

prayer service and wearing brightly coloured clothes. Ex HSS staff members Laurie Evans and            

Anne Delarue passed away recently. They are also treasured and fondly remembered. 

 

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon them, 

 May their souls and the souls of                                                                                             
all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



 

 

 

Merit Awards 
Kinder Mahir P, Harper R, Hudson J, Elkie H, Eleanor P, Mitchell L, Maggie G, Amariyah H 

Year 1 Lachlan P, Zander W,  Hrihaan C 

Year 2 Vinuka A, Henry T 

Year 3 Bella S, Tex M, Isabella G, Maeve H, Tahlia F, Isaac T, Jaylah H, Hunter M 

Year 4 Ava L, Elise N, Tristan T, Fynn T, Ava L, Patrick J, Abigail L, Milli O 

Year 5 Anton H, Sophie S, Isla O, Charlie P 

Year 6 Bibek Thapa, Annika Van Hoorn 

Our Library is a happy,  fun,  

safe place at lunchtimes. 

Get lost in a 

good book! So much to see, 

so much to do 



 

BINGO ROSTER... 

21 July  

Caller  
Nuala Jewitt 

Team  
Kerryn Parkinson 

Brendan O’Brien 

 

28 July  

Caller  
Scott Dunlop 

Team  
Di Voss 

Natasha Ziegel 

 

4 August  

Caller  
Maree Brosolo 

Team  
Cheryl Brigden 

Talissa Habermann 

 

EXCITING NEWS FOR HSS! 

During the school holidays we found out we were 
lucky enough to receive a recycling kit from Albury 
Halve Waste. Located in our front office are two 
bins, one for recycling used batteries and the other 
to recycle clean/dry used toothbrushes. Send 
these items in with your child/ren to school and 
make the most of this opportunity to support our 
environment and reduce the amount of these 
items going into landfill! 

 
 

We have several anaphylactic children 

at our school. Please be aware of this 

when packing lunches and snacks 

and remind your children that sharing of 

food is NOT PERMITTED for this       

reason.   

We also request that you do not include 

nut spreads in sandwiches or products 

containing nuts in their lunch box. This 

is not a nut ban, but a strategy to reduce 

risk to students until they are more able 

to care for themselves.  

“Children need at least one person in their life who thinks the sun rises 

and sets on them,  someone who delights in their           

existence and loves them unconditionally” 

 

 Dates to remember 
Grandparents Day: Friday 23rd July 

Years 3/4 Trent Barret Shield: Tuesday 27th July (To be           
confirmed—Covid permitting) 

 Family Fun Bingo Night: Friday 30th July from 6-8pm.   

 (Postponed until further notice) 

 Mini Olympics — Dwyer Fundraiser: Friday 6th August 

 English UNSW at HSS: Monday 16th August 

 Maths UNSW at HSS: Friday 27th August 

 Tut Tut Musical: 31st August —2nd  September (Covid permitting) 

 Book Fair: Monday 6th September—Friday 10th September       
(Covid permitting) 

 HSS 50th Anniversary Celebrations: Friday 10th September 
(Covid permitting) 

 Footy Colours Day: Friday 17th September 

 Last Day of Term 3: Friday 17th September 

 Mad About Math:    Wed 21st July (Week 2) 
              Wed 4th August (Week 4) 
              Wed 18th August (Week 6) 
                       Wed 1st September (Week 8) 


